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Tavespar, Ocrosee 1, 1874.] cai (CONFIDENTIAL. 


SELECTIONS. 
, FROM THE | 
VERNACULAR NEWSPAPERS 
PUBLISHED IN THE PANJAB, 
NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCES, 


OUDH, AND CENTRAL PROVINCES, 


Reeeived up to 19th September, 1874. 


POLITICAL (DOMESTIC.) 


The Kérndma of the 7th September has an‘ article on the 
unsatisfactory way in which justiggtis sometimes administered 
in the English Courts of Law, and mentions the following 
eases which have recent y been decided at Lucknow as instan- 
ces :—~ : 

(a.) A bearer in the service of a military officer at Luck- 
now has been sentenced by the Cantonment Magistrate to 1}. 


years’ rigorous imprisonment for killing his master’s favourite 
kitten. 


(5.) A person ‘recently lodged a complaint in the Civil 
Court at Lucknow. It was returned to the plaintiff with an 
intimation that the Judge could not take up the case, it being 
beyond his jurisdiction, and that the petitioner should apply 
to the Court at Hardui. In lieu of acting .upon this order 
the plaintiff referred the matter to the Commissioner, who 
wrote on the petition that the suit in question was barred 
under the Statute of Limitation. The Munsarim of the Com- 
missioner’s Qourt, however, in the final order recorded that 


( 398 ) 


the case was rejected only because it was not laid before the 
proper Court. Between the two orders the plaintiff is said 


to have lost his case altogether, and to have suffered consi- 
derably in consequence... 


(c.) In several cases defendants, after arrest, have either 
escaped or been forcibly released from the custody of their 


captors without any steps being taken to prevent such 
miscarriages of justice. 


(d.) In asuit for the recovery of the amount of a hundi 
brought by the drawer against the drawee on the plea of the 
hundi having been returned unpaid, the Court passed a decree 
in favour of the plaintiff, notwithstanding the plea urged by 
the defendant that the drawer of a hundi had no right to sue 
the drawee for the amount on the mere plea of its having been 
refused, especially when the person to whom the hundi was 
made payable had already realized his money, which plea was 
hacked by five respectable native bankers of the city who 
were invited to give their-qpinion in the case, To make mat- 
ters worse, no appeal can lie against the Court’s decree, 


The editor thinks it a pity that many cases should be decided 
in this way, and porsons thus deprived of their rights. The 
writer also considers it unfortunate that the Judicial Commis- 


sioner should be debarred by Acts XXXII. and XI. from 
reviewing these unjust decisions. 


The Patiéla Akhbér of the same date, in an article contri- 
buted by a correspondent, draws attention to the practice com- 
mon in cities and towns of throwing stones in the streets and 
at houses of the people on the night of the Hinda festival 
Ghanesh Chauth, which annually takes place on the 4th of 
Bhidon. The practice has its origin in the superstitious 
belief that the sight of the moon of that night is sure 1 
bring some disaster on those who sec it, and that this. evil 


_ Wremoved by giving the people some provocation which. may 
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induce them to ‘aie the mischief-makers, How much mis¢ 
chief is done by this practice may be imagined from the fact 
that every year many persons are seriously hurt by the stones 
thus thrown. The writer thinks the practice- should be pro- 
hibited by Government. | 


The Tdj-ul-Akhbdr of the same date condemns the deci» 
sion passed by the Sessions Judge of Calcutta in a case of mur- 
der which recently happened in that city, The particulars 
were these. A Hindu girl nine years old, named Durga 
Mati, was persuaded by a brasier’s wife, who lived in her 
neighbourhood, to come to her house decorated with all the 
ornaments she had received from her father-in-law. Her 
parents, after having made a fruitless search for her, 
reported the matter to the police, who searched the brasier’s 
house and found the corpse of the deceased buried in the 
cookroom. Accordingly the brasier and his wife, together with 
another woman who. was in the house, were arrested. This 
latter woman plainly stated before the Sudder Police that 
she had seen the deceased murdered. by the brasier and his 
wife; but on the case being brought up for trial before 
the Sessions Judge, withdrew her statement. On this the 
Judge acquitted the brasier and his wife, on the plea that 
there was not sufficient evidence to prove their guilt. 


The Rozndmcha of the 8th September wonders that, in 
spite of the order passed by the authorities at Lucknow lately, 
that no European soldier should go out of the cantonment 
in a state of intoxication or without a pass from his-superior 
officer, under penalty of being arrested by the police, European 
nidien should still wander ‘at large in the city ina state of 
drunkenness, and oppress the people in various ways. On the 
4th September one of these soldiers was seen roving about 
the Amin&bad streets and causing much annoyance, and it was 
only when he assaulted a European gentleman and his wife, 
who happened to pass that way, that he was arrested. 


The Rohilkhand Akhbdér of the 9th September, in alengthy 
article contributed by a correspondent, draws the attention of 


the Supreme Government to the partiality shown by. the autho- 
rities of the Panj&b towards Christians in certain ; important 
cases. The. ee ig be ne "P pcs as fol. 
lows :— : 


A few days ago Mr. Clarke, the’ Assistant Commissioner 
of Lahore, sentenced a Musalm4n to two years’ rigorous im- 
prisonment for entering into a religious dispute with'a Christian 
in the hospital, and threatening to assault him in consequence - 
of his using some msultmng eh eee: against the prophet 
Muhammad. ; 


Still more surprising is the procedure adopted by the 
Deputy Commissioner of Hoshiarpur ‘in the well-known cases 
of the Ghurb&ha and Hoshiérpur Native Christians,  par- 
ticulars of which are these. Certain Musalméns at Ghur- 
baha, the disciples of an unprincipled darvesh,. had reeently 
become converts to Christianity. Shortly afterwards they wished 
to draw water from the Hind& and Musalm&n welk, as they 
used to do before their change of faith ; to this the Musalméms 
objected. The Christians cbmplained to the Padri Sahib, and 
the matter would have assumed a serious aspect, were it not 
for the timely arrival of the Lientenant-Governor, who issued 
an order to the effect that the'Christians should build their own 
wells. The Deputy Commissioner, however, did not carry 
out the order, and the Christians in the meanwhile entered 
into a religious dispute with the Musalméns: on the. point ; 
but finding themselves baffled by. their adversaries, they pre- 
ferred a complaint before. the Deputy Commissioner, on 
which. that officer ordered certain Musalman lumberdars of 
Ghurb&ha, including Miraa Fath Muhammad of Lahore, to 
be arrested and chalaned to his Court. -The result was that 
the lumberdérs were sentenced to some months’ imprisonment 
each, while Fath Muhammad -was committed to. the Court 

of the Assistant .Commissioner of Hoshidrpur, whence. he 
procured his release on bail. After this the Mirza solicited 
permission to go to Lahore, .in order to apply to the Chief 
Court for the transfer of the-case to the Court of the Deputy 


Commissioner of Jullundur, which ‘was. granted on his fur- 
nishing-a fresh security. At the instance of the Chief Court 
the Deputy Commissioner of Hoshiérpur ‘was obliged to 
transfer the case to Jullundur, but before doing so he made a 
note on: the petition of the Native Christians which was char- 
acterized by much partiality in their favour. Furthermore, 
on the case: being brought up before the: Commissioner of 
_Jullundur in appeal, the Deputy Commissioner is said to 
_ have addressed a demi-official letter to him, suggesting 
the advisability of acquitting the prisoners. It was owing 
to this that the Commissioner at first refused to interfere, 
but subsequently told the prisoners to beg the Deputy Com- 
missioner for mercy, who now thought it his best policy to 
release them. _ ee | | | 
Similar partiality was shown by the Deputy Commis- 
sioner in the dispute which afterwards took place at Hoshiér- 
pur. He all along espoused the cause of the Christians, so 
much so that the Musalm&ns were obliged to quit the 
mahallas in which they -liveds or: fetch water from a‘: dis- 
tance, while the Christians continued giving as much. annoy- 
ance to them as they could,: except during the short time their 
patron and protector was absent from the district ‘on leave. 
On his return from leave they resumed their .practices, and 
even went. so far.,as to pellute the water of all the wells in 
the city. -Attempts. were afterwards. made at. the officer's 
instance to obtain the opinions of both:the Hindus and Musal- 
mans as to the legality of their drawing water from wells in 
common with Christians, and the matter.was.eventually refer- 
red to the Anjuman-i-Isldmia .at Lahore. This. society, in 
spite of the exertions. of influential Muhammadan .officers at 
Lahore, declared such an arrangement.unlawful. A-Mukam- 
madan.of, Bat&éla is now said to have taken upon himself to 
obtain the required decision from the Muhammadan doctors of 
law in different cities, =. oe eae bo oe ee 
Such procedure on part of the authorities of the Panjab 
has caused much disaffection among the natives, and is at 


variance with the liberal principles professed and the toleration 
policy pursued by the English Government. It has: also had 
the effect of encouraging Christians to depart from ‘the funda. 
mental principles of their religion, and to’ behave .in a most 
unbecoming manner when preaching before the public. The 
writer thinks it is high time that the attention of the Goy- 


ernment of India as well as: of the Lord ee should be 
directed to this. ee 


The Akhbdr-i-Aldm of the 10th September takes excep- 
tion to the rule by which respectable parda-nishin women 
have to appear personally in court to give evidence in crimi- 

nal cases. The practice is extremely improper and objec- 
- tionable, and inconsistent both with the social and _ religious 
customs of this country, according to which it is considered a 


great disgrace for a parda-nishin lady to appear in 1. publig 
and speak with a stranger. 


The editor wonders that in framing the rule the , Lagie 
lative Council should hava( paid no regard ‘to the native 
customs, and sees no reason why, when in civil suits the depo- 
sitions -of _parda-nishin ladies can be taken at their own 


houses, a similar indulgence should not be allowed them in | 
criminal cases. 


~The Oudh Akhbdr of the 18th September concurs in the 
above opinion, but thinks that. in important criminal cases, 


such‘as murder, Hindustani ladies need’ not be exempted 
from personal attendance at Court. 


The Akhbdr-i-Além of the 10th September again remarks 
on the unsuitableness of the titles conferred by Government on 
Hindustani gentlemen ‘in many cases. For instance, Doctor 
Rahim Kh4n, Sub-Assistant Surgeon and Superintendent of 
the Lahore Medical School, and Bahramji Pistanji, Additional 
Member of the ‘Laiidative Council of the Government of 
_ Bombay, have been invested with the title of Khdn Bahddur, 

which is by no means an appropriate title for either of the two 
gentlemen. The writer is of opinion that the conferment of 
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a title like this on these gentlemen is a proof that the English 
Government and the Viceroy’s Legislative Council: are igno- 
rant of the customs of this country, 

The Akhbdr-i-Anjuman-t-Panjdb made a similar remark ini - 
alate issue. In the writer’s opinion, some such title as<A/- 
sar-ul-A-tibbd (the head of physicians), Hakim-t-Hdetk (skil- 
ful physician), would be more suitable to adoctor. Generally 
speaking, the writer suggested that in conferring titles -care 
should be taken to choose such as might be suitable, both with 
reference to the rank and position of those upon whom they 
are conferred, and the kind of services for which they are a 
reward ; for example, native gentlemen of respectability who 
might render any distinguished services for the country should 
be invested with the title of Sharaf-ud-Daula, Mumtdz-ud- 
Daula (the dite among the nobles), or Lfttkhdn-ul-Mulk (the 
pride of the country). Similarly, merchants who might 
distinguish themselves in any way in the cause of Govern- 
ment or of the public good should receive the title of Malik- 
ul-Tujjdr (prince of merchantg)« A title such as “ Khan 
Bahadur” is not very suitable for a zemindér or a village 
chaudhari who may happen to deserve the recognition of 
Government. In short, ‘‘ Khan Bahadur” and “ Rai Bubddur” 
are excellent titles in themselves, but cannot be appropriately 

conferred on all classes of persons indiscriminately. 


The same paper joins the Shola-i-Tiir in lamenting the 
poverty and distress in which the inhabitants of Lucknow are 
involved. They have been reduced to the last extremity. The 
estates of many of the talukdars-have come under the manage- 
ment of the Court of Wards through heavy liabilities, while the 
rest are deeply in debt. The authorities should attend to the 
deplorable state of the people. 


A Mirzapur correspondent of the Agra Akhbdér of the 
same date complains that cows, bullocks, and goats wander at 
large in the streets and bazdrs of the city, and do much mis- 
chief. Theewriter asks why the Cattle-pound Act is not 


enforced in the Mirzapur district. 
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The Sayid-ul-Akhbdr of the same date condemns the law 
allowing complete liberty of action to women, which is the 
cause of hundreds of them freely taking to immoral courses 
and publicly earning their livelihood as prostitutes. The writer 
thinks it strange that a Government which is so particular in 
prohibiting the publication of immoral books should tolerate a 
law like this, which is a prolific source of crime and depravity, 


The Benares Akhbar of the same date cannot understand 
why petitions submitted to the Municipality are written on a 
Government stamp-paper, a policy by which Government, 
and not the Municipality, derives profit, while the people are 
subjected to unnecessary expense, The writer thinks the 
Municipality should permit the people to submit their peti- 
tions on plain paper, or, in case it should think it absolutely 
necessary that these petitions should be written on stamp- 
paper, it should introduce a stamp of its own. 


The Asdr-ul-Amsedr of the same date revives the question 
which was lately a leading topic in Vernacular newspapers, 
viz. that Kazts and Mujftis should be appointed in each city, 
we the orders of Government, for registering all marriages 
and divorces among the. Ciieihing ~The men thus 
appointed should be paid from the income of registration fees 
to be levied at a certain percentage on the amount of the 
marriage portion (mahr) settled on the wife before marriage, 


and the registers kept up by them should be examined by 
Government from time to time. | 


The same paper remarks that, as the population of the 
country is annually increasing, owing to the peaceful rule of 
the British Government, while the produce of the land is still 
what it was before, Government would do well to found some 
new colony, where the additional population might settle. 


Unless this plan is adopted India will continue to be harassed 
by famines. , 


A citethariciadont of the Asah-ul-Akhbér of the same date, 
writing from Lahore, mentions a theft of property valued 
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Rs. 10,000 in the house of a. Hindé in [éka. ‘Wachhayea 
The thief has not been found. | ee 


A ‘correspondent of the Rajputdna Social Science Congres 
Gazette of the 11th September, writing from Agra, notices 
the great increase in the number of monkeys in that city 
and the mischief done by them. The writer thinks the ani- 
mals should be caught by seme contrivance and sent away to 
some forest, to be there released, as has been done at Cawn- 


pore. 


The erriter also calls upon the Municipal Committee of 
the city to build a covered house on the cremation ground, 
where the dead bodies of .Hindis may be burnt without 
difficultyin the rainy season. Recently many dead bodies 
which were carried to the ground could not be consumed, 
owing to the rains, and were thrown half-burnt into the 
river. 


The Lau h-i-Mahjiie of the same date leas from a corres- 
pondent at Sambhal (Moradabad) that a baniya of the town 
who had kept a barn full of wheat closed for several years 
in the expectation that the price of grain would rise, recently 
opened it through fear of the wheat being spoilt in conse- 
quence of the recent heavy rains, and let down a man to take 
out the corn, who died on the spot.. A second and a third 
man who descended into the grain store shared the same fate. 
On this the mouth of the barn was widened, and the corpses” 
of the three men were taken out, which have been sent to 
Moradabad for the inspection of the authorities there. 


The editor takes this occasion to impress on Government 
the necessity of framing proper rules relating to grain stores, 
in order to ‘avoid such consequences as those detailed above. 
This suggestion was made by the Delhi Gazette long ago, and 
quoted with approval by. the Jalwa-i-Tdr. The Delhi Gazette 
‘Suggested the desirability of. a registration of grain stores being 
made in.each Collectorate, and remarked upon the need of the 
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granaries being properly built: adding that the length of time 

during which these barns are allowed to remain closed not Only 
produces a poisonous effect on the corn but corrupts tho air 
within, both which evils have made no less havoc than famine 
itself. ; 

The Aligarh Institute Gazette of the same date romarks 
that excessive legislation is the bane of the English Govern- 
ment. This year more than three hundred new Acts and Re- 
gulations relating to the different departments of Administra- 
tion have been framed in London, and received the approval 
of Parliament. It is certainly a good thing to have a law for 


everything, but too many laws only serve to confound justice 
and clog the progress of business. 


A correspondent of the Hindé Prakdsh of the same date 
gives credit to the District Court at Rawalpindi for paying as 
much attention to applications for execution of decrees as it 
does to regular suits, and thinks that the Courts of all other 
districts in the Panjab should follow its example in this res- 
pect. At present officers‘dre apt to treat applications for execu- 


tion of decrees with indifference, the result of which is very 
injurious to the decree-holders. 


The Koh-i- Nir of the 12th September, in an article con- 
tributed by a correspondent, takes exception to the hard con- 
ditions and requirements: which candidates for the examin- 
ation for pleadership in the Panj&b must fulfil before admission 


to the examination, and adduces the following reasons in 
support of his statement :— | 


(1.) The object of the new rules would seem to be to 
check the increase in the number of pleaders, due to a large 
number of candidates passing every year. This certainly 18a 

_ mistaken policy. The greater the number of pleaders, the greater 


the facility and assistance the people will have.in obtaining, 
and the Courts in dispensing, justice. 


(2.) The condition as to the candidates having been 
brought up at the Panjab University and attended its lectures » 
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an absurd one. In no other presidency are such conditions 
enforced; on the contrary, persons from any place and 
brought up at any institution are admitted to the examination. 
If necessary, a preliminary test of the candidates can be held, 
and only those who acquit themselves well in it admitted to 


the examination. - 


Another correspondent of the same paper points out the 
need of metalling and providing with bridges the kucha roads 
leading from Hoshiarpur to Naushahra and Garh Shankar, 
which are said to be in a disgraceful condition, to the great 
inconvenience of the large number of persons who travel on 
them day and night. The cost should be incurred out of the 
income realized from the local rates, which in Hoshiarpur alone 
amounts to about one lakh a year. 


Some other roads, such as that from Garh Shankar to 
Nawashahr, are also badly in want of repair. 


A Bareilly correspondent of the same paper draws atten- 
tion to the improper practices of the Christian missionaries 
there. They attend all fairs, andin.the course of their preach- 
ings speak disparagingly of the Musalmans, their prophet, 
and their sacred writings, which cannot but provoke religi- 
ous ill-feelings in the minds of the people. 


An Allahabad correspondent of the same paper says that 
pragwals and dalals are still the pests of the strangers who 
go to that city to prosecute their cases in the High Court. 
They impose upon the latter by artfully introducing them to 
pleaders who are in their interest, and who give them one- 
fourth of what they receive from the clients. On the 29th 
August a party of these daldls was seized by the kotwal of 


the city, who had them flogged. : 

In the writer’s opinion, the pleaders who, after having 
taken an oath, are guilty of this grave professional conduct, 
are much more to blame than the daldls. . 


Under the heading “ Jullundur,” the same paper says 
that the Jats of the district are in the habit of enticing away © 
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married women from their homes and selling -them for im- 
moral purposes. Two cases of. this kind- were. recently 


brought into the Court, in both of which the offenders wero 
sentenced to condign. punishment. 


Under the heading ‘* Rawalpindi,” the same paper says 
that informers are causing great trouble to the people. 
They demand something from all whom they find rich, and 
in the event of their request being refused make false reports 
against them to the police and have their houses searched. 


The Khair Khwah-i-Panjdb of the 16th September finds — 
fault with the practice ebtaining in public offices of allowing 
umedwdrs or apprentices a hand in the office. work. These 
apprentices, who attend the offices on the pretext of learning 
the office routine, often take bribes and are guilty of other 
unfair practices. Government should strictly prohibit the 
practice. In special cases,‘ however, in which a Collector 
may have full confidence in the honesty and good behaviour 
of an apprentice, he may allow him to see the current routine 
of business, without allowing him to act in any capacity in 
the Court. | 


POLITICAL(FOREBIGN). |. 
The Kdrndéma of the 7th September notices the bad state 
of affairs in Kheri (Oudh). There are two parties in the 
State, one of which, composed of Raghuji and two other 
persons, has gained great influence over the R&ja, and are 
trying by various shifts and expedients to alienate his mind 


from the other party, consisting of the old Kérbhdrts and well- 


wishers of the State. The writer apprehends bad consequences 
from this party-spirit, 


A letter from the Agra correspondent of the same paper 
says that Khwaja Muhammad Khan, son of Gajra Begam 
(the concubine of the late Rana of Dhaulpur), who ‘had left 
Agra for Mauza Bisa-i-ilka, Dhaulpur, in consequence of a 
rupture having taken place between him and Alahdi Jan, his 
pavontite prostitute, recently came back to that city with 
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several thousand rupees, acquired from the estas and gave 
all the money to the. prostitute. . es | 


The writer regrets that at a time when the State is babii 
ing under heavy pecuniary difficulties the Begam’s son 
should squander vast sums of money in debauchery, and 
thinks that the attention of the Political — should be 
invited to this. 


The Mérwaér Gazette of the same date, in its local news 
columns, says that the Judge of the Criminal Court at-Jodh- 
pur holds Court at his house from’ evening till 9 o’clock at 
night, no business being performed in the daytime. This is 
extremely inconvenient both to litigants’ and the subordinate | 
executive officers. One of the former recently fell down from 
the staircase leading to the Court-house and died. 


The Benares Akhbér of the 10th September says that 


cholera is so fiercely raging in Nipal that all the Courts have 
been closed. 


A correspondent of the, Anwér-ul-Akhbdr of the same date | 
notices the bad sanitary condition of the city of Balrampur. 
The b4zars, the streets and lanes, and the houses of the in- 


habitants are all in a disgraceful state,—always full of mud 
and dirt. 


COMMERCIAL, 
(Railways. ) 


The Benares Akhbdr of the 10th September, in an article 
contributed by a correspondent, suggests the following re- 
forms in railway management: — 


(a.) Spacious accommodation, or sardis, should be built 
in connection with all railway stations, where passengers may 
conveniently put up, and may thus he saved from the trouble 
of wandering about in search of a lodging. 


(6.) Proper arrangements should be made by which pagsen- 
gers may be able to procure tickets at the stations without the 


difficulty and annoyance to which they are now subjected. 
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Tickets for children under 12 years old should. he given 
without their being brought for inspection, it being the duty 
of the railway officers whe examine the tickets to see that the 
Company is not cheated by the passengers, 


(c.) In the hot weather more than one- brahman and 
bhisti should be employed at each station for supply) ing passen- 
gers with water. 


(d.) Currency notes of whatever circle should be received 
in payment of tickets. 


The Asdr-ul-Amsdr of the same date thinks it extremely 
unjust that while Taré Chand, an employé of the Audit Depart- 
ment of the Oudh and Rohilkhand Railway, has been dismiss- 

ed from the service for having changed the date of a free 
ticket for Cawnpore from 2nd to 5th August, on account of 
his being prevented from some cause to go on the journey on 
the former date, Mr. D’Cruz, Accountant of the Consulting 


_Engineer’s Office, who had been guilty of a'similar offence, 
having used the pass given him in March in August, was not 
called to account for his misconduct. 


EDUCATIONAL. 


A lial of the Hindi Prakdsh of the 11th Sep- 
tember thinks it a pity that, though orders have repeatedly 
been issued by the Panjéb Government to its subordinate 
officers, to the effect that whenever any vacancies occur in 
their offices the claims of the passed students of the Govern- 
ment colleges and schools should be considered first, they are 
never carried into effect. In the Panjab, as well as in other 
presidencies, whenever any posts fall vacant in any office 
they are, as a rule, filled up by the protegés of Kuropean 
officers, to the total exclusion of students of colleges and 
schools, however well qualified the latter may be to hold the 
appomtments. It is much to be regretted that a large number 
of the young men who quit their hereditary callings to study 
at the schools, and who devote a great portion of time in their 
scholastic career, should on leaving the schools be throw? 
adrift and left quite unprovided for, 


eae 


Government should see that these students are provided 
with suitable employment after leaving the schools, or should 
establish industrial arts schools in every large town for the 
benefit of the youths of the country. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Aligarh Institute Gazette of the 11th September learns 
from an English contemporary that two men in England 
fought with one another exactly like dogs, imitating the noise 
and motions and movements of those animals, and dreadfully 
worrying and wounding each other. One of the men-dogs 
actually bit off his rival’s lip. The editor sets forth this 
barbarous amusement as an instance of the civilization of 
England, and remarks that the semi-barbarous people of India 
would never think of doing anything of the kind. 
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